Another message from the Chair!
Hello everyone,
Well now we are in to summer proper, we have had a little heat
wave, which I love, and the trees are in their full green pomp. We
British are so fickle with the weather, we can’t wait for spring and
warmer weather, then summer is upon us and a few days of
temperatures in the high 20s and everyone is flaking out and
saying how they hate the heat!
However as the harbingers of misery say,
“Well we’ve had the longest day now, all downhill to Christmas..”
Let’s hope not, let’s enjoy the summer and all it brings. We had a lovely Fulwood fete,
where the chapel played a large part in the proceedings. The chapel itself was full of
independent stall holders and the school room full of the chapel goers, serving tea and
coffee and mainly home made cakes, manning the bric a brac stall and selling raffle
tickets. Many thanks to all who helped.
Another fun day is planned, everyone is welcome to come with us to Scarborough to visit
the Unitarian chapel there and see Arek, who is on placement there. It reminds me of
stories from my parents of charabancs taking congregations of Unitarians all over the
country but mainly on trips to the seaside. The name derives from the French char à
bancs ("carriage with wooden benches”), the vehicle having originated in France in the
early 19th century.
Hopefully it will be a grand day out.
We are just about managing to run the services but do miss the regular ones Ed and Arek
used to take. We welcome anyone who wants to take a service. We recently had a very
informative service about Send a child to Hucklow and this is our charity this month and
next.
Perhaps we can have another outing to Hucklow chapel one day. It is heartwarming that
the Nightingale Centre is still being used for its original purpose, i.e. to give disadvantaged
children a holiday in the country.
I am wishing everyone a super summer, make the most of the outdoors and our wonderful
scenery.
Best wishes,
Jane
Jane Moore
Chapel Chair

All Change!
For those more observant you may spot different changes
in the Messenger. Alas! Our Editor,, Susie Ince, recently
suffered from a stroke which affected the use of her verbal
communication. Much to her husband’s amusement wrong
words keep popping out and she struggling to string the right
words together, However, such is the amazing human brain
Susie’s graphic capability hasn’t been affected. This means
that she is able to do the layout despite not being able to do
the copy.
Fellow colleague, Sue Toulson, has kindly stepped in the breach and has very kindly
offered to become The Messenger co-editor to help collate and write the copy. This is
something not new. She and her late husband, Graham, used to write The Messenger
in the early 2000’s and she also writes for the National Unitarian Women’s League
newsletter as well.
With heart felt to thanks Sue!

Chapel’s Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Service (Sept 25th) will be taken by Anne Mills.
She was President of the General Assembly until retiring at the
GA Meeting this year.
Anne was formerly a lecturer in English at Accrington College,
which may well account for her excellent speaking style, as
witnessed (by your editor!) at the GA meetings. She speaks
with humour and authority – a listener-friendly combination –
and will surely deliver an enjoyable Service at Harvest.
Born in Bury, Anne attended the Bury Unitarian Church from
the age of two and a half, until she married and moved to
Haslingden for 30 years, returning 13 years ago. She is very active in the life of BUC,
and the denomination as a whole, and can truly be regarded as a life-long Unitarian..
Any one who would like to help decorate the chapel, they would be more than welcome.

Send A Child to Hucklow Fun (SACH)
Here is an extract from the
service which was given
recently by Judith Short, a
trustee of the fun. The
accommodation has changed
considerably from the days
when children stayed in the huts pictured here, and washed in cold water
provided near the wall at the bottom of the field. I was assured by a
pre-ww2 visitor that they didn’t mind – it was a good excuse to stick to
‘a lick and a promise’
The holiday centre at Great Hucklow had its origins in the closing years of the 19th century.
With new buildings added along the way, for a good fifty years it served its purpose well
– that of providing simple inexpensive holidays in the countryside for thousands of
children. Most of these came from our Sunday schools in the northern industrial towns
and cities. However, by the closing years of the 1950s it was obvious from waning
bookings that our Sunday Schools were in decline, and that there was no longer the same
need in our churches for such holidays.
However, in 1961 the Rev Peter Godfrey, supported by the Rev Glyn Pruce, wrote a letter
to The Inquirer. It appeared on the 9th December 1961:
“At this time of year members of churches, chapels, Sunday Schools, choir parties and
so forth will be asking themselves what they are going to do with their special Christmas
collections. With this in mind we would ask your readers to give their financial support to
a scheme we are arranging to send twenty children to Great Hucklow for a few days next
April. One of the great things done by our Homes at Great Hucklow was to acquaint
children who rarely, if ever, left cities like Manchester and Sheffield, with the beauties of
the countryside. There are still children like this. The Family Service Units work amongst
them and know them well. The Manchester Unit will be glad to suggest children who will
benefit from such a holiday. All that is needed is the money to send them.”
The appeal to readers raised £61 so that sixty years ago, in 1962, a party of children from
Manchester had a holiday at Hucklow. That was the beginning of the Send a child to
Hucklow fun. Since then groups have come from as far away as London, Glasgow, the
Isle of Wight, Northern Ireland, metropolitan areas in the North and Midlands and many
more. Over the past sixty years thousands of children have benefited greatly from the
holidays. Some have found their asthma eased, some have made new friends, some
have shown improvements in manners and behaviour, some have enjoyed a break from
responsibilities at home. All have been introduced to a new lifestyle which will,
hopefully, influence their lives for ever. Sixty years later, with an alarming
proportion of families living in poverty, there are still children whose only
chance of a break from routine life is via SACH.

There was a hymn written by Rev John Allerton in celebration of the
50th anniversary of SACH. I reproduce the words here.
Would that all children could be free
To be their children’s selves: to play
To have good food and cosy beds
And live contentedly each day.
Alas we know this is not so
For many children. Thus we hear
Of deprivation and abuse
Of young lives raised with needs and fear.
We can’t do much! But we at least
Can take a few such souls and try
To set them free to run and laugh
Upon green grass, beneath blue sky.
In Hucklow’s green and pleasant land,
Just for a few days they can find
That there is care, and warmth, and smiles,
And there are grown-ups who are kind.
A candle lit is better far
Than darkness cursed. The smiling face
Of one small child will wonders work
And bring to earth all heaven’s grace.

Fulwood WI
Fulwood has a new Women’s Institute
On a cold March evening, Fulwood Old Chapel was alive with
chatter and laughter as 64 women came together to show an
interest in the formation of a new WI.
Local resident, Victoria Cobley, who set up the meeting said: “When I moved to Fulwood
I wanted to continue with my WI membership. I started in 2011 and was part of the group
that set up Nether Edge WI. I wasn’t able to join Mayfield WI due to childcare issues for
my two small children.
“At the beginning of March 2022, Dorothy from South Yorkshire Federation called me to
say that Mayfield WI was disbanding and would I be interested in setting up a new WI for
the community.”
Jumping at the chance to keep a WI in the area Victoria had to work quickly to get an
interest meeting up and running.
“I did two quick posts on the Fulwood Facebook groups to see if there was an interest
for it. Within 24 hours I had to set up a page and had over 100 likes. I was amazed”, said
Victoria.
The interest meeting went well, and the group was officially formed in April 2022 with
Victoria as President and a fantastic group of women volunteering for the committee.
Meeting on the first Tuesday of every month (except August) with a 7:30 pm start, the
group has an exciting list of speakers for their first year.
Talking about the programme, Victoria said: “Getting good speakers in your first year is
hard, as the best ones are always booked up in advance. I looked local and found some
brilliant businesses. At the first meeting, we welcomed Lana. An ex-John Lewis Partner,
she has used her redundancy to set up a fantastic lingerie shop in Crookes. June, we
welcomed the wonderful Tim Blundell-Jones who spoke to us about gardening and
growing in the space you have. July we are so excited to welcome PA Jewellery, who
have a very well-established shop in Crookesmoor.”
With 58 members the group is still accepting new members. If you are not sure, then the
committee welcome you to come as a guest. The guest fee is £5, and you just need to
show up on the night.
“People always ask me what age it is. I am 36 and there are women younger than me
that come and women older than me. The WI isn’t about age it’s about having 2 hours to
yourself, to learn something new, meet new people, have fun and a cup of tea and a bit
of cake. As president, I think I set the tone, and the tone of Fulwood WI is definitely to
have fun”
If anyone would like to find out more, they can follow the Facebook page: FulwoodWI or
email fulwoodwi@gmail.com

Taking a Servicel
It is custom at FOC to invite different leaders to take our services: some of our celebrants
are ordained Ministers; some are Lay people, of whom a few are well used to leading
services at FOC and elsewhere, while others have something they want to impart on a
particular occasion.
Peter Rowson is one of our experienced Lay preachers, and Sue Toulson asked him to
share with us some of the ways he prepares his Services.
Peter says, I am quite happy to do this, but would like to make it clear that Janet and I
are relative newcomers to Unitarianism compared to many members of our congregation.
We do not have the deep emotional ties that were apparent for instance in Judith’s
presentation who gave us a fascinating on Send A Child to Hucklow.
However, here goes!
The first time I was actively involved in leading a service was in January 2003; June Pettitt
was leading the service and she asked if I would do the address on homelessness. I dug
it out the other day, and it was far too long! But it did give me an appetite for dipping my
toe in a bit deeper and since then I’ve taken quite a number of services.
I’m sure, by now, I should be able to reel them off, but that is definitely not the case and
each service presents a new, if different, challenge. I remember a Church of England
minister sympathising with me on this; he said services needed to be hard if something
meaningful was to be communicated. He also commented that Unitarian service leaders
have a much tougher job than most other religious leaders because there is so little ritual
to guide through.
I’ve always found the choice of a theme is the hardest part; so help with this would be
much appreciated! Some years ago I read a book about the value of being wrong, and
how we don’t learn by being right all the time; I found this very comforting! I don’t try to
be wrong, but I’m afraid it is bound to happen sometimes; it is good to know that we are
a tolerant congregation and no-one expects the impossible.
I think being involved in congregational services has helped me
enormously and I would urge people to use this as a first step
towards leading a service. We all come to Unitarianism from
different backgrounds and with different views and priorities and it
would be marvellous to hear some of these different voices from
the lectern.
What is so marvellous is that Unitarians are so open and we are
not ready to crticise!
Why not have a go!

Online Poetry Group
The joint Fulwood & Underbank Poetry Group continues to meet via Zoom on the final
Thursday of each month at 4.30pm. Our next gathering will be on Thursday 28th July.
The Zoom link is the same one that is used for services at Fulwood Old Chapel; details
can be found here: https://fulwoodoldchapel.uk/services
Our current practice is to choose a theme for the following month at the end of each
meeting. Attendees are invited to bring along a poem on the theme to read aloud to the
group. After which we are invited to share thoughts or feelings about the poem, if we wish to.
For example, in May our chosen theme was 'Work' and in June it was 'Summer.' At the
time of printing the theme for July has not yet been chosen. You can email Marie
FitzPatrick m.c.fitzpatrick@hotmail.co.uk to find out the theme beforehand, or just come
along and find out on the day. You are more than welcome to join us simply to listen.
This is a friendly and relaxed group open to everyone who enjoys poetry, or thinks they
might enjoy poetry. The group contains some people who know a lot about poetry, as
well as some who know very little. You are very welcome to join us at any of our meetings.
The Little Boy and the Old Man
Said the little boy,
"Sometimes I drop my spoon."
Said the old man,
"I do that too."
The little boy whispered,
"I wet my pants”.
" I do that too,"
By Shel Silverstein
laughed the little old man.
Said the little boy,
"I often cry."
The old man nodded,
"So do I.
But worst of all," said the boy,
"it seems gown-ups don't
pay attention to me."
And he felt the warmth
of a wrinkled old hand.
I know what you mean,
" said the little old man.

The little Boy
and the
Old Man

Mindfulness @ Lunchtime
We would love you to join us for Mindfulness @
Lunchtime twice a month in the Chapel! We have 6
regular participants, and it would be great to welcome
some new faces.
We start at 12.30pm with a mindfulness meditation for
about half an hour. After this we have a short poem or reading and we then walk
around the school room or garden mindfully for about 10 minutes, followed by
some mindful eating together in silence. We then have a few minutes of sharing
/ mindful chatting together.
We usually meet on the first and third Fridays of the month, arriving a few minutes
before 12.30 so that we can start on time. We ask you to bring a sandwich or
some fruit for the mindful eating; a selection of teas are also available. We usually
finish around 1.45pm.
If you would like to give us a try, then please get in touch beforehand just to
double-check the date, as occasionally we have to change our arrangements gill.upham@gmail.com or 07906 893171. There is no charge, but donations
towards upkeep of the Chapel are always gratefully received.
We look forward to welcoming you! ~ Gill Upham Mindfulness @ Lunchtime
There is no charge, but donations towards the upkeep of the Chapel are always
gratefully received.
We look forward to welcoming you!
~ Gill Upham ~ gill.upham@gmail.com or 07906 893171.

FULWOOD
FETE

Scroll Rince Nua Irish Dancers
http://scoilrincenua.co.uk/srn/

hollyhagg.org.uk/alpaca-trekking/

Sunday,
12th June
Thanks to everyone who
contributed in any way
another successful Fete
was held.
Around 1000 people
attended over the afternoon, with around 100
children having their faces painted and 200
climbing, jumping and sliding on the inflatables.
Adults were not left out either, with plenty of sales
at the stalls and an impressive amount of food and
drink consumed. The whole afternoon was held
together by a steady stream of fabulous local acts.
Whist the aim is always to provide a fun filled
afternoon for the community, we also made a profit
and were able to donate £1750 to our nominated
charities. this year’s charities:Yorkshire Air
Ambulance, Roundabout Youth Homelessness
Charity, Whiteley Wood Outdoor Activity Centre
and the Special Branch Bird Rescue.
.

Concorde AllStars -Always looking for new children to
join our musical adventure concord.org.uk/about/

For more info contact Dawn Peet
0788 1628 162
fulwoodfete@gmail.com

Unlocking the Power of Song –
A Companion for Challenging Times
By Jill Rakusen www.givingvoicefoundation.org.uk
A few weeks ago, Caroline Thorpe came to the Sheffield
District Women’s League meeting at Upper Chapel, to
present ‘Unlocking the Power of Song’, an approach
to understanding how much song can offer us, in
any situation; how it can help us expand our
awareness, give voice to our truer selves, and
embody the changes we want to see. You
would need to ask Caroline for the fuller picture
or use the Giving Voice Foundation website (above).
Caroline brought with her copies of the beautiful book
which is the companion to the process.
The book is large, 370 pages, and beautifully
produced, with delightful sketches, hand drawn
examples of music, and a wonderfully clear, step
by step layout. It’s printed on smooth, tactile
paper, a pleasant experience in itself. At £25 inc
p&p (£20 in person from Caroline) it represents
very good value for money (in my opinion!) and
would make a lovely gift for anyone wanting to
connect with the web of life and find their place in
the bigger picture. This is a book to treasure.
It can be ordered here https://www.givingvoicefoundation.org.uk/booksales or you can
contact Caroline at Caroline Thorpe caroline@givingvoicefoundation.org.uk

Fulwood Old Chapel in the past
Going through yet more of my late father’s papers recently (were you aware that Philip
Howard Cooper apparently never threw away a piece of paper in his entire long lifetime?
It’s true) I found copies of some predecessors of this magazine. One was The Sheffield
Unitarian Monthly Record, dated April 1915. It included news and notices for Upper Chapel
(very much the central Unitarian church in Sheffield), Upperthorpe Chapel, services
conducted at the Vestry Hall, Crookesmoor Rd (was this the forerunner to Unity Church?)
Underbank Chapel, Stannington, and Attercliffe Unitarian Church, Shirland Lane. You
must have noticed that there was no mention above of Fulwood Old Chapel. At that time
it wasn’t Unitarian. The building had been hired by the Congregationalists.
Here I found the reason that the document had been carefully preserved: it contained the
notice of the wedding, on March 17th, of Miss Sarah Hall and Sgt Luke Cooper – my
grandparents.
However, Fulwood makes its appearance in the Monthly Record of Upper Chapel, dated
August 1940. There is no mention of Upperthorpe (or Unity) or Underbank, as this was
no longer the newsletter of the Sheffield Unitarians. This time, only Attercliffe and Fulwood
were included, both of them at the time ‘satellites’ of Upper. The Minister in Charge at
Attercliffe was the Rev Leslie Belton, also minister at Upper (where he later married
Barbara Harrison and Sgt Philip Cooper).Minister at Fulwood is recorded as being Rev
D.T.Evans, whose address is given as Underbank Parsonage, Stannington. (Perhaps
Maud wasn’t our first ‘Share’)! I could be wrong, but I’ve a feeling that this may have been
a wartime arrangement.

The General Assembly Meeting
April 2022
Each year (unless prevented by a Pandemic!) a conference is organised to which all
Unitarian churches are invited to send delegates, and which all Unitarians are entitled to
attend. That’s in very brief – in reality it’s an Event! This year, Fulwood’s Delegates were
Janet Rowson and Roger Newton. Robert Ince was also there, as a member of the
Executive (amongst other things). I asked Janet to write something about this year’s
Meetings.
I cannot remember how many times I have represented Fulwood Old Chapel at the
General Assembly meetings - the first time I went it was held in Chester and the
Anniversary service was held in the Cathedral. Each time I have so enjoyed meeting
/seeing people I have heard about or seen pictures of in the Inquirer and other magazines.
This year was no different, but perhaps more poignant as the meetings had not been held
because of Covid. There were so many people to chat too, and what was particularly
good so many young people who had never been to one of these meetings. The food
was, as always good and plentiful, help yourself and sit anywhere on round tables of ten,
again lots of chatting to people you had never met before. The programme was very full
and I always find it difficult to choose which meeting to attend. Quite exhausting walking
quite long distances without getting lost!
The Banner parade is always good to watch, each Chapel having a delegate to carry
their banner into the hall. This is usually carried by a new delegate and I enjoyed
delegating this to our new representative Roger Newton. The highlight for me and many
others was the Anniversary Service where there is always lots of singing (300 Unitarians
sounds quite good!) but the address by Rev. Wyn Thomas and his amazing Welsh voice
will be impossible to forget.

Summer suns……
Summer suns are glowing
over land and sea,
happy light is flowing,
bountiful and free.
Everything rejoices
in the mellow rays,
all earth's thousand voices
swell the psalm of praise.
I do hope that the sun is making an appearance when you’re reading this. I’ve printed it
because it makes me happy (the power of the press!). When it pops into my mind, I’m
taken straight back to my primary school. I must have sung it elsewhere since, but the
picture in my mind is always an assembly at Hucklow Rd Infants and Juniors – and it’s
ALWAYS sunny! Do you have an ‘instant trigger’ to something in your past? Do let me
know if you do.… susantoulson@gmail.com ……

Ears to the ground …
Unauthorised gossip ……
Beryl Ramage is now home – and attending
chapel – after her stay in hospital with a broken
pelvis and broken arm. She’s also driving again
– speed cops keep an eye out! Her little dog,
Sally, has been lodging with the kind people at
the Mill House, but is also now back home again
and, after a mammoth 48 hour sulk, is once again
wrapping Beryl firmly around her little paw.
Penny and Roger Webster and their son have all had Covid. Penny was the first to test
negative again, and it was very good to see both Penny and Roger in chapel on Sunday.
In the August 1940 issue of the Record (mentioned elsewhere in this issue) I note that a
certain Mr Joe Woodhouse was taking the service at Attercliffe (Shirland Lane) on Sept
22nd.
Susie Ince is recovery slowing from her stroke but she is still struggling with the writing
for the Messenger copy. Consequently, I (Sue Toulson) am now helping Susie with The
Messenger, so any items should be sent to me: susantoulson@gmail.com please..

Activities in the Chapel
ARTFUL CODGERS - new group - every fortnight from Wednesday 7th July at 2pm

Contact Sue Manley on 0114 2301391 or email suemanley1192@gmail.com
FULWOOD WOMEN’S INSTITUTE: every 1st Tuesday at 7.30. More info at
www.facebook.com/FulwoodWI/ and contact to Victoria Cobley: fulwoodwi@gmail.com
No meeting in August.
FULWOOD WRITING GROUP: Usually last Monday in the month 7.30pm.

On Zoom until further notice. Contact Marie on email: m.c.fitzpatrick@hotmail.co.uk .
LACE MAKING every Wednesdays at 10 am . For more info please contact from Chrissie
Ursell - christine.ursell@btinternet.com …..07835903232
MAYFIELD WOMEN’S INSTITUTE: every 2nd Wednesday at 7.30 Kathy on 07903 259557

or Denise on 0114 230 170
MINDFULNESS@LUNCHTIME - 1st and 3rd Friday each month 12.15 - 2pm. Contact Gill

Upham 07906 893171 or email gill.upham@gmail.com
POETRY GROUP - every 3rd Thursday in the month at 4pm. On Zoom unitl further notice

Email: Marie for more info: m.c.fitzpatrick@hotmail.co.uk. Or Maud:
maudrobinson@gmail.com
POST NATAL GROUP: Every Monday at 15.15. For more info please contact Kate Iles
iles.kmi@gmail.com 07885504875
YOGA: Classes - Mon: 6 - 7.15 pm Contact Leslie on 07888681274 or email

unwind@yogasheffield.com
YOGA: Thursdays 6.30 to 7.3. For more info at 0 Fiona Wiles, fionakwiles@gmail.com

We have a new website - why not take a look -

fulwoodoldchapel.uk
For info on
Personalised Ceremonies
or to hire the Chapel or Old Schoolroom
please contact
Janet Rowson on 0114 2365894 or
janetpeterrowson@gmail.com
~~~~~
To advertise or submit an article for the Messenger
please contact
Sue Toulson
susan.toulson@gmail.com
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